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WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Clerk to the Council   Mrs   R Luckin ,   Bramley Cottage, Hole Street,   Wiston , West Sussex, BN44 3DH   Tel:  01903 893548   Email:  washingtonpc@talk21.com     Website: www.wpc.org.uk  


Washington Parish Council Meeting

7.30pm Monday 1st October 2012 
in the Village Hall

Minutes
Present: Cllr C. Beglan, Cllr L. Britt, Cllr N. Doré, Cllr D. Horwood, Cllr A. Jennings, Cllr R. Milner-Gulland, 
Cllr M. Turley, Cllr D. Whyberd, Cllr T Cooke
In Attendance: Cllr Wilkinson (WSCC), Cllr Dawe (HDC).
Members of the public: Two
Clerk: Rebecca Luckin

12.109 Apologies and Declarations of Interest

Apologies were received from Cllr Whyberd (illness) and Cllr Heeley (late).
Declarations of Interest were received from Cllr Horwood regarding the Windmill, Cllr Turley regarding the Tea Room, Cllr Doré the VHMC and Cllr Cook the WI.


Cllr Heeley joined the meeting.

12.110 Minutes of the last meeting
Cllr Turley asked for an amendment to be made to the minutes of 3rd September 2012 to include confirmation that he had declared an interest in a planning proposal at Little Orchard, due to the proximity to his own property.  The Clerk amended the minutes, which were then approved as being a correct record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.  The Clerk will re-circulate the minutes.

12.111 Members of the public
12.111.1 PC Burt – reported that during the period 29.07.12 – 29.08.12, no crimes were reported in Washington Parish.  At the Bus Crossing Point, he had witnessed 13 vehicles in one hour (7.15 – 8.15am) using the crossing, including 9 cars and 2 minibuses.  He is investigating whether taxis are classed as cars or coaches, and can use the crossing point legally.  Letters of notice to prosecute will be sent to the car owners.  The Chairman thanked PC Burt for his vigilance on the matter.  Cllr Britt asked if there was anything to report regarding a recent incident in Chanctonbury Close, but PC Burt confirmed there had been no Police involvement.  The Chairman thanked PC Burt for attending the meeting.

12.111.2 Mr Stephenson – expressed concern regarding overhanging brambles on the bank in The Street.  The bank has eroded and fallen into road and a tree is leaning dangerously.  The Chairman advised that the owner of the bank cannot be identified and that it is regarded as no man’s land.  Cllr Horwood suggested that the bank could be tidied during the Village Tidy due to take place on 20th October.  Cllr Wilkinson will send an e-mail to Highways to advise that a tree is in danger of falling and blocking the road.  Cllr Turley was of the opinion that the tree may be stabilising the bank and perhaps needs surgery rather than removing.  The Clerk will contact Saxon Weald to see if they own the bank and Mr Stephenson will pursue the matter also.

12.112 Matters arising 
Clerk’s Action List following meeting of 3rd and 17th September – circulated prior to the meeting.  

12.97.5 Chanctonbury Close – broken drain – the Clerk reported that HDC had agreed to repair the drain.

Clerk’s Appraisal Form – circulated prior to meeting.

12.98.2 PCSO Bonniface confirmed that 27 tickets had been issued to drivers using the bus crossing point illegally.  

12.98.4 Rock Quarry, Cllr Wilkinson has passed concern to WSCC. Charles Worthington WSCC had visited and confirmed that activity complied with permissions at the Quarry.  Cllr Britt thanked Cllr Wilkinson for investigating the matter.
12.98.5 Overgrown footpaths – Mark Bishop confirmed that the next rural cut programme will commence 17th September to address the Storrington Road pavement.  Footpath issues have been passed to WSCC Rangers.

Cars for sale by roundabout – none present when checked by Mark Bishop, WSCC.

12.103.2 The National Trust had advised that they would welcome comment regarding proposals for Warren Hill.  Roger Wilmshurst has been informed.

12.106 Parish Councillor Vacancy – one completed application form received. No election had been called.  Cllrs agreed that they would like to consider co-opting a new Councillor.  The application submitted by Mr Rick Thomas was discussed.  A proposal was made by Cllr Heeley that Mr Thomas be co-opted.  This was seconded by Cllr Cook. Councillors voted unanimously to co-opt Mr Rick Thomas onto the Parish Council. The Clerk will contact him, send the appropriate forms and ask him to attend the committee meetings of 15th October.
Adding items to the agenda – the Clerk confirmed that some items can be added to the agenda before the meeting commences, others have to be included on the printed copy that is posted three clear days in advance of the meeting.  Details are included in Standing Orders, which the Clerk will make available at all meetings.  
  
12.113 Planning & Transport 

Applications 

	12.113.1 DC/12/1770 – Pinehurst, Vera’s Walk - Fell 1 x group of 3 Silver Birch (G1) and 2 x Oak (G2) trees and surgery to Lawson Cypress hedge. Cllr Heeley had visited the site and confirmed that it was a large plot with many trees. The proposal has the written support of one neighbour and verbal support of another.  Councillors agreed that they wished to defer to the opinion of Will Jones.  The Clerk will respond, advising that Councillors know of no reason to object to the proposal.

 
12.113.2 DC/12/1725 - Former Castle Farm Estate The Hollow Washington - Variation of Condition 2 (The premises with the exception of Block A shall be used only for purposes within Use Classes B1 and B8) of planning permission DC/12/0988, to allow the following additional uses: A3, D1, D2 and a Veterinary Surgery – delegated.  

Councillors were of the opinion that HDC Legal Department had already instructed the Planning Department to permit the initial proposed development.  The Chairman expressed confusion that the matter had gone to appeal.  Clllr Dawe offered to investigate.  Cllr Britt had noticed information on the HDC Planning Portal which suggested the applicant was applying for a variation of use for Block A, from B1 and B8, to A3 and D1, with mention of proposed health care facilities, a gym and dance studio, a crèche, and vet surgery.  Councillors were of the opinion that additional information regarding the generation of traffic should have been submitted.  Cllr Dawe agreed to investigate the matter fully.  The appeal will commence on 17th October and the next Planning Committee meeting is due to take place on 15th October.  

12.113.3 DC/12/1782 - Woodsmoke Bracken Close - Front, rear and side single storey extensions, new porch and roof extension to create attic rooms with front and rear dormer windows.  

Cllr Beglan had visited the site and advised that the applicant had submitted a proposal for a large extension, similar to his neighbours.  The neighbour has raised an objection due to the height of the roof.   Cllr Beglan advised that the window overlooking the neighbouring property was a bathroom window and would be obscured.  Members agreed that they were aware of the neighbour’s concerns, but could see no reason to object.  The Clerk will respond to HDC confirming that Councillors have no objection and wish to defer to the Planning Officer with regard to ridge height and overlooking issues.

Enforcement 

12.113.4 EN/12/0465 – reported felling of oak tree at Four Oaks, Sanctuary Lane – Will Jones had visited and confirmed that a medium sized Holly had been felled, all four oaks were still in place.  The owner will be submitting an application for surgery to trees.  The Clerk has responded.

12.113.5 ENF/043/12/WS Rock Common - Alleged workings of machinery on site and lorries regularly arriving with loads of boulders.  Charles Worthington WSCC Enforcement confirmed that there was no breach of conditions.
12.113.6 SDNP/12/00237/UADV Destination Triumph – unauthorised advertising, HDC Enforcement investigating.  John Attfield visited the site and found that the sails had been removed and subsequently closed the case and sent a letter.  Currently the advertising sails have been replaced with Union Jack sails.  
12.113.7 SDNP/12/00281/BPC Toll House Kia, Washington – unimplemented planting scheme – HDC Enforcement has investigated and confirmed that the planting scheme is due to commence in November.  
12.113.8 Decision Notices 

DC/12/1420 - Oakdene Cottage Hampers Lane, Construction of a two storey extension to the north elevation, a porch extension to the front elevation and various internal alterations and external works within the rear garden – PERMITTED

SDNP/12/01397/HOUS – Swallows Corner, School Lane – amended plans – PERMITTED.


Appeals

12.113.9 APP/Z3825/A/12/2176793/NWF – RMC Engineering site.  Appeal commences 9th October, 10.00am HDC Chambers.  Hazel Corke had advised that a 106 Funds wish list should be submitted to HDC, in the event that the appeal is successful.  Following consultation with Members the Clerk sent a letter confirming Councillors were still strongly in opposition to the proposal, but included a list of projects as advised and thanked Hazel Corke for keeping her informed.

Transport
12.113.10 A283 Crossing – a site meeting had taken place on 24th September, with Cllr Wilkinson, Pene Mather School Travel Advisor WSCC, Tracey Webb, Councillors and the Clerk. A report had been circulated.  Cllr Beglan advised that all options and possibilities had been discussed at the meeting.  Tracey Webb had suggested a Vehicle Activated Sign to alert drivers from the Steyning direction.  The current signage will be made more visible to drivers and Highways will ask owners of hedges to trim them back to improve visibility for those using the crossing.  Cllr Beglan explained that WSCC had evidence to suggest that fewer accidents occurred when pedestrians perceived a dangerous situation and took fewer risks when using a crossing point.  Cllr Wilkinson advised that a VAS would cost in the region of £5,000 - £6,000.  Tracey Webb will provide the Parish Council with a full costing, so that Councillors can consider their contribution.  Cllr Horwood had discussed the matter with the Headteacher at St Mary’s First School, since the concern was not mentioned in the School Travel Plan.  He has asked for ‘near misses’ to be recorded at school.  Information on progress will be placed in the next Newsletter.

12.113.11 A24 Gap closure – WSCC will undertake a feasibility study.  Cllr Wilkinson and Clerk have chased – no date set.
12.113.12 Washington Speed Survey – will take place end of October / early November.
12.113.13 Rock Road / Newhouse Lane junction – Cllr Arthur has expressed concern regarding safety of those exiting Newhouse Lane and has contacted Cllr Wilkinson.  Cllr Wilkinson has asked for a site meeting with Tracey Webb.  Councillors will be invited to attend.   Hampers Lane, and Bracken Lane are also of concern.
12.113.14 Washington Roundabout Maintenance Agreement– Cllr Wilkinson has passed the matter to Ed Dickinson, WSCC.  Both Cllr Wilkinson and the Clerk have pursued the matter, but there has been no response to date.  


Work has now started on the A27 which has increased traffic through the village.  

12.114 Finance

12.114.1 Cheques / purchases for approval:

	SCS Phone bill (August) and September max £50
	£29.69

	Frank H Maintenance – no invoice for September
	£

	Daniel Muddle £5 p/h maintenance 
	£

	Clerk’s Salary (net)
	£756.76

	Office expenses
	£38.20

	HMRC September
	£1044.90

	Cllr Horwood reimburse for leaflet costs
	£244.00

	D Flynn Grounds maintenance 
	£738.00

	Mazars External Auditor
	£480.00

	SLCC £54.00 Clerk’s Manual and Governance and Accountability Manual 

(cost shared with Wiston PC)
	£27.00

	The Clerk reported problems with internet reception – Bits and PC’s have a range extender price £39.99 – approved by Councillors.

12.114.2 Monies received include:

Precept

£18,070.00

Environmental Cleansing Grant – will check with HDC

Cash for Muga
£1,638.35
£23.50
12.114.3 Total Bank Balance @ 29.09.12 - £61,904.32 

12.114.4 Quarterly Budget Review
A copy of the quarterly budget review was circulated prior to the meeting.  The Clerk explained that Office Expenses had gone over budget due to e-mail account problems that had cost £168 to resolve and £80 being spent on a new printer.  Repairs and maintenance costs were high, due to a tree falling on the Recreation ground that had cost £474.  All other expenses were close to, or below budget.

	


12.115 Correspondence 

1. Rural Opportunities Bulletin circulated 05.09.12

2. HDC Annual Report 2011/12 circulated 05.09.12

3. Rural Services Network E-bulletin circulated 17.09.12

4. AiRS September bulletin forwarded to Cllr Jennings 17.09.12

5. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 17.09.12

6. HDC Horsham Town Centre Planning document circulated to Planning Committee members 17.09.12

7. HDC Youth Provision Seminar 9th October details circulated 17.09.12

8. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 18.09.12

9. Invite to Community Engagement Event 7.00 / 7.30pm 26th November circulated 19.09.12

10. Rural Services Network E-bulletin circulated 24.09.12
11. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 25.09.12

12. Rural Services Network E-bulletin circulated 01.10.12

Cllr Heeley asked if Councillors would take responsibility for reading regular items.  The Clerk will request volunteers. 
12.116 Local Issues including Maintenance  

12.116.1 The Clerk reported that WSCC are looking to save £2.5 million from the Fire Service budget.  D Flynn has advised that this may affect Washington and urges Councillors to respond to public consultation. The Clerk will request further information.  

12.116.2 NT management of land at Warren Hill.  Vic Oliver confirmed that the meeting was consultative and that he would welcome Parish Council input.  The Clerk has advised/ Roger Wilmhurst.  Cllr Jennings advised that sycamore trees are already being felled on the site.

12.116.3 Website progress update – Cllr Heeley had answered Councillors concerns regarding comparison of quotes and limiting costs, following the previous meeting and confirmed that Vision ICT was still the company offering the best produce, service and value for money.  An initial charge for uploading information had been capped at £75, irrespective of time spent.  Costs were confirmed at a maximum of £500 for the first year and then £200 p/a thereafter.  

The Washington Parish Council logo will be required on the website.  The Clerk will send a copy of the logo to Cllr Horwood for tidying.  Cllr Cook proposed and Cllr Beglan seconded the motion to proceed with the new website.  Councillors unanimously agreed with the proposal.

12.116.4 Millenium Footpath – Clerk will continue to pursue.

12.116.5 Repair / replace black and white finger posts on Rock Road / Merrywood Lane junction and Muttons Lane triangle. Clerk has yet to obtain less expensive quote.

12.116.6 Grit bins – councillors will check if any need top ups and report to the Clerk.
12.116.7 Cllr Turley advised that the Horse Chestnut by the Children’s play area had a growth.  This will be brought to the attention of Cllr Whyberd.

12.116.8 Cllr Dore reported that the bank in front of Washington Cottages is deteriorating further.
12.116.9 Flats at William Barton Court – over grown grass.

12.116.10 Cllr Britt reported that Hampers Lane, sandpit has a new notice advising that it is for sale.

12.116.11 Cllr Horwood reported that one metal bollard The Pike has been knocked down.

12.117 Reports and recommendations from Committees 

To receive any reports from Committees meetings held on 17th September 2012.


12.117.1 Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments

Allotment holders were not in favour of stock fencing being placed at the end of the allotment field.  Committee members will meet to discuss the allotment boundaries and the First Extension Graveyard which has been tidied up.

Recreation Ground – the newly repaired drain cover has been broken.  The Clerk has asked the Village Day Committee if they know who drove over it in their car and will ask Southern Drainage for a quote to repair it.

A quote for a Tree Condition Survey has been received from Neil North at a cost of £285 (no VAT).  Councillors will instruct him to go ahead and advise him of a growth on the horse chestnut.

The Cricket Club had advised Councillors that other pitch providers do not charge for use of a pitch that the club maintain themselves.  Committee members agreed to charge £10, but to contribute £10 towards the cost of mowing.  The Clerk has found no record of payment from the Cricket Club since the 2009 season.  Clerk to investigate.

Since the meeting two quotes have been received for the replacement of children’s play equipment (Playdale  - £60544.90+VAT and SMP, two options £22,268+VAT and £29,480+VAT).  The Clerk will circulate.

12.117.2 Footpaths and Conservation

Cllr Jennings agreed to take on the role of Chairman of the Footpaths and Conservation Committee.  

Cllr Horwood had completed the revised Washington Walk Leaflet and copies are now available.

Windmill – Madeleine Hartley has asked Nick Emery of Biffa to contact her regarding the sale of the Windmill.

12.117.3 Planning and Transport 

Change of Chair – Cllr Heeley had agreed to take over from Cllr Britt as Chairman of the Planning and Transport Committee.

Planning responses:

DC/12/1460 - Pine Cottage, Rock Road - Erection of timber double garage in front garden adjacent to the front elevation of the property.  Councillors agreed that it would be difficult to object on the evidence provided.  

SDNP/12/01793/HOUS - Little Orchard, The Holt - The Clerk responded with no objection and requested that standard conditions be imposed, mindful that delivery lorries will use School Lane.

SDNP/12/01888/FUL - Pressure Reduction Site, London Road Washington - Replacement of the existing underground boiler house.  Councillors agreed that it would be difficult to object due to the Health and Safety issues.
Decisions: 

DC/12/1352 8 Gorse Bank Close, Side extension, new roof incorporating roof lights, dormer window and rear balconies – permitted.
Finance Committee

No meeting held.

12.118 Meetings attended 
12.118.1 Meeting with VHMC 26.09.12  Representatives from the Parish Council met with the VHMC to discuss VHMC Funds, budgeting and maintenance plans and Tea Room issues.  The Chairman reported that the meeting ended on a positive note.  Cllr Beglan was concerned to bring all parties together in a meeting to prevent any future misunderstandings.  Cllrs Britt and Horwood, the Acting Chair of the VHMC and Tea Room representatives will meet. Cllr Beglan expressed concern that there was no budget history or maintenance plan in place.  In order to help the VHMC information is needed.  The Parish Council has already committed to help with the arrangement of a Public Works Loan to replace the roof.  Councillors were concerned that the VHMC were of the opinion that the roof may require annual maintenance costing approximately £1,000.  Leaking water is affecting the floor and preventing redecoration.  The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council’s insurance policy included Official Indemnity Cover.   The Chairman confirmed that Councillors had agreed in the past to amend Standing Orders to include mention that individual councillors could not be held responsible for decisions made by Full Council.  


12.118.2 Clerk’s networking meeting 18.09.12 – The Clerk advised that the Government may set a maximum percentage increase on the Precept regarding Band D for 2013/14.  Expected to be 3.5%.  

Some other PC’s have redrafted their Standing Orders to reflect the revised Code of Conduct.  

From 2016 PC’s are required to offer all employees a pension scheme.  Employees have to indicate that they wish to opt out, if they do not require a pension.  

HDC advise that the illegal sale of fireworks should be reported to Trading Standards.  

It was reported that WSCC Highways had used the services of a Management Consultant to reorganise the department.

12.118.3 HDC Standards Workshop 19.09.12 – report circulated
12.118.4 CLC Meeting will take place 3rd October 7.00pm Dial Post Village Hall – The Clerk and Cllr Beglan will attend.


12.119 Clerk – Person Specification – Approval of draft document
The Clerk is currently training for a CiLCA qualification and is required to submit a person specification for the role of Clerk and Responsible Officer, for approval by Full Council – draft copy circulated.  Councillors approved the document.


12.120 Any Other Urgent Business 

Any Other Urgent Business is for the exchange of information only, as it is a non-specific item, members cannot make decisions under this section.  If you have any urgent business that needs a decision to be made at the meeting and you are unable to notify the Clerk in time for it to be included on the Agenda, please speak to the Clerk before the meeting begins.
Cllr Jennings reported that maintenance is required on Footpaths  #2624 Rock Road to Spring Gardens, and #2700 / 2701opposite Tilley’s Cottage.  The Clerk will liaise with Tom Weedon, Highways Ranger.


Village Tidy – 20th October - Cllr Horwood confirmed that 20 litter picking kits and 50 sacks would be required from HDC and confirmation of where to put the rubbish for HDC to collect.

12.121 Date and Time of next meetings: 
















Committees – 15th October – VILLAGE SCHOOL







Full Council – 5th November

The meeting closed at 9.10pm

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Chairman
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